Wisdom and Destiny

advantage of being true. In the whole
domain of thought there is nothing loftier
than truth." And there is no bitterness
herein, for indeed to the sage truth can
never be bitter. He, too, has had his
longings in the past, has conceived that
truth might move mountains, that a loving
act might for ever soften the hearts of
men; but to-day he has learned to prefer
that this should not be so. Nor is it
overweening pride that thus has changed
him; he does not think himself more vir-
tuous than the universe ; it is his insignifi-
cance in the universe that has been made
clear to him. It is no longer for the spiri-
tual fruit it bears that he tends the love
of justice he has found implanted in his
soul, but for the living flowers that spring
up within him, and because of his deep
respect for all created things. He has no
curses for the ungrateful friend, nor even

for ingratitude itself.   He does not say, " I
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